‘To Corinth with Love’
6. The Christian and Church Discipline
1 Corinthians 5
Introduction

Why is it so rare?

· the danger of judging

· the danger of abuse

1. Church discipline must be carried out with a sense of grief (v1-2)

· a brother’s sin

· a church’s sin

( what is our attitude to sin in the church?

2. Church discipline is necessary for the spiritual health of the individual (v3-5)

· the aim: restoration

· the means: “handing over” (c.f. 1 Tim. 1:20)

3. Church discipline is necessary for the welfare of the church (v6-8)
· the principle: sin spreads

· the command: cleanse out the old leaven!

· the motivation: Christ has been sacrificed

4. Church discipline may involve exclusion from the church family (v9-13)

· when?

· as a last resort (c.f. Matt. 18:15-17)

· what?

· serious, public, unrepentant sinning

· how?

· exclusion from the church family (but c.f. 2 Thess. 3:14-15)

Conclusion
· for the seeker
· for the believer
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