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News! 
The Smallwood family have been at St George’s, Dagenham for 23 years. During their time here they have 
shared the gospel and shared their lives with local people. Now they’re on the move. Simon is going to be 
pastor of Bodmin Community church. 
Please pray for the Smallwoods… 
to find a permanent house to live in and work from. 
to encourage the small fellowship of believers who have been through a rough couple of years. 
to find permanent premises for the fellowship to meet in. 
to work out a realistic but ambitious plan with other churches in the peninsular gospel partnership to 
evangelise Cornwall and establish Bible teaching churches in the main population centres of the county. 
Please pray for St George’s Church Council as we put together a 10-year vision statement & parish profile, 
engage with the diocese, interview for and appoint a successor. 
Please pray that the church continues united, encouraged, and energetic in gospel mission.  
 

SOUND(14-18s) and TGI’s (11-14s) 
We are presently running both TGI’S and Sound on a Friday evening from 6:30pm to 8pm. This has had 
positive results as we have extra leaders present which give us more opportunity to engage with the youths 
on a one to one basis. We have recently had 7 children join us from Wednesday club who have really 
settled in well. A good number are signed up for summer camps – a great opportunity for those who 
profess faith to grow and be strengthened and for those who are not yet Christians to hear and believe the 
good news. 
Please pray for young people over the summer break not to be pulled away by the attractions of the world. 
Please pray they will all return to club in September eager to learn more of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Please pray we see more non-church young people coming to club in the autumn.  
 

Wednesday Club (7-11s) 
This club continues to be full and children attend regularly. Last term we said good bye to 8 children from 
year 6 (7 of them have become regulars at TGI’s on a Friday evening) and we welcomed 5 new year 2 
children. The children have been gripped by the story of Exodus and excited as they’ve seen more of what 
God is like. It’s been great to see 3 leaders all have a first go at giving Bible talks. All of them have been 
studying on ‘the training ground’ our two-year local Bible training course on Saturday mornings. 
Praise God for freedom to teach God’s Word to these children. 
Please pray as we scatter the seed of God’s Word it will find good soil and take root and bear fruit. 
 

Snapdragons Parent & Toddler Group  
The team who run snapdragons will be a little stretched in the autumn term. Lizzy leaves quite a gap having 
headed up this work for 20 years and Kay one of our church mums is expecting her 3rd child in September.  
Praise God for the many families we have contact with through this group. 
Please pray for strength and energy for the team to keep the gospel at the centre of what we do. 
 

Sunday Club 4-7s and 8-11s  
We have just begun a series teaching the letter to the Ephesians to children. It’s challenging for the leaders 
to prepare and teach when there is no ‘story’ to base the lesson on but it’s exciting to see even these young 
children beginning to grasp some big theological truths. 
Praise God for a willing team of Sunday club leaders. 
Please pray for patience and love in managing some tricky children – in particular M aged 4. 
 

Sunday club (11-14s) 
We thank God for the group of about 10 young people aged 11-14 studying God’s Word on Sunday 
mornings. 4 new members joined the group in June having moved up from the younger Sunday Club. We 
have been following the same teaching as the adults in the service, working our way through the book of 
Matthew and the teens really seem to be engaging with it. Having seen who Jesus truly is from the book of 
Matthew, we have been thinking through what it means to honour Jesus with our whole lives and not just 
our lips if we say we trust him.  
Praise God that many are keen to ask and answer questions, and all profess faith in Jesus. 
Please pray that what they say they believe would be evident in transformed lives. 
Please pray their confidence in and love for Christ would continue to grow over the coming years. 



Book group 
A group of those who teach the Bible to children either at mid-week clubs or on Sundays have been 
meeting about once a month to work though ‘Dig Deeper’ – after 2 years we’ve finally made it to the end! 
It’s been great to see these leaders making progress in their handling of scripture and to see their genuine 
love for the children in their groups. 
Praise God for faithful believers committed to teaching the Word of God to children. 
Please pray for all who teach children to continue to work hard at understanding Gods Word for ourselves 
and explaining and applying it to children. 
 

Camps 
The Ranch. This is a local camp for 8-10 year olds, run in partnership with Becontree Church, Dagenham 

Parish Church, St Paul’s Harold Hill and Upney Baptist. The Ranch takes place at Lambourne End Activity 
centre over the late May Bank holiday weekend. This year we took 28 children and it was a jam-packed 
weekend of games, activities, Bible talks and discussion groups. 
We had fantastic food thanks to a great team in the kitchen. The massive meat feast on Saturday and 
the roast dinner on Sunday were definite highlights! We laughed until it hurt during silly antics as Bug 
and Rob kept us entertained with their magic tricks. We looked in detail at what John wrote down in his 
gospel about the last days of Jesus life here on earth and what his death and resurrection mean for us 
today. We took part in team building activities and completed dorm challenges, learnt great new songs 
and just managed to enjoy songs round the camp fire before the rain came pouring down! 
Thank God for all the “gospel partners” that helped make The Ranch happen: leaders, caterers, parents, 
partner churches, and those who prayed for us.  
Praise God for the way in which he enabled us to work together for the sake of the gospel! 
Please pray that through the ongoing work, week by week, with these children in their local churches, God 
will complete the work he has begun. 
 

Beechwood July 28 – Aug 3. From St Georges: 8 young people and 1 leader 
Sparkford July 26 – Aug 3. From St Georges: 7 young people, 4 taskforce and 2 leaders 
Please pray that God will complete the work he has begun in them.  
Please pray that after the ‘high’ of camp these young people and their leaders will live lives worthy of the 
Lord, bearing fruit and continuing to grow. 
 

Apprentice 
In the Lord’s good timing we have our first home-grown apprentice joining the St George’s team in 
September. Kirsty (and her family) have been at St George’s for the last 6 years. Over the years Kirsty has 
been a willing volunteer in our work with children and young people. She has been a regular member of the 
team at Wednesday Club. She has joined the annual holiday club team and been a leader at The Ranch 
our camp for children aged 8 to 10. Kirsty has completed the Training Ground, a two-year local Bible 
training course on Saturday mornings.  
Kirsty has just finished ‘A’ levels and is taking a year about before going to university. She will spend one 
day a week joining in with the London City Mission ‘City Vision’ scheme. The rest of her time will be spent 
helping with children’s and youth groups at St George’s. 
Praise God for Kirsty and this opportunity for her to use and develop the gifts God has given her. 
Please pray for Kirsty to settle in quickly to this new role at St George’s. 
Please pray for Kirsty to form good supportive friendships on the LCM ‘City Vision’ scheme. 

 
Contact details 
www.stgeorgesdagenham.org.uk 
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