
             
 

 
Update on a new pastor for St George's 

 Thank God for the Diocese’s offer of a full-time stipendiary minister for 3 years. 

 Pray that the church family will respond to the need to increase its giving. Paying the parish share is the condition for the 
post being made permanent. 

 Pray for the church council as they work on the parish profile. Pray that it will attract the right man for the job, a man who 
loves Jesus and loves people. 

 Pray that the church family will remain united, and that this time without a pastor will be one of gospel growth, deeply in us 
and widely in our community. 

We are very grateful to a number of ministers who have come and preached for us through the Autumn and others who’ve agreed 
to come in the New Year. 
 
Snapdragons Parent & Toddler Group  

We’ve had a great term at toddler group. The team heading up this work has grown and we’ve been able to share responsibilities. 
At story time we've been using the Beginners Gospel Story Bible by Jared Kennedy. One feature we’ve appreciated is a thought 
provoking question at the end of each story. The present bunch of parents and carers attend regularly and are willing to chat. 
Praise God for new helpers joining the team. 
Please pray for courage to take conversations further and to challenge parents with the gospel. 
 
Little fishes (4-7s) 

This term numbers at Little Fishes have been lower but have picked up in the last couple of weeks. We have been looking at the life 
of David from 1 and 2 Samuel. Children have heard about Gods promise of a Forever King. S & R are thoughtful and listen well and 
ask great questions. M and A can be disruptive and tricky to handle. G is anxious and very shy, so far her Mum has stayed with 
her. 
Thank God for the new children who have recently joined the group 
Please pray for the Word of God to take root and bear fruit in these young lives. 
 
TGI’s/sound (11-18s) 

TGIs and Sound have continued to run together on Fridays. Lots of positive things have come from this. By the grace of God a 
larger team of leaders means there are more opportunities for one on one conversations and smaller group discussions. A larger 
team also means that each individual brings different skills which helps club to run smoothly. This term we’ve been looking at the 
book of Matthew, the teenagers have been really engaged and lots of great discussions have come from it. At the moment we have 
15-20 regulars and most of these would claim to be Christians. B who comes from a catholic family, has heard the truth at youth 
club and would like to come to St. George’s. O who asked for a Bible a year ago and was reading it with interest came to the 
morning service a couple of weeks ago. 
Thank God for the team of leaders and for the different gifts each individual brings to the team. 
Please pray for B and O to come along on Sunday mornings. 

 
Sunday morning (youth) 

On Sunday mornings we usually see around eight 11-14’s for bible study. The group seems to have bonded well and some meet 
up during the week. We’ve been studying Acts – whilst the adults have heard sermons in Acts. Chapter 4 ‘the believers having 
everything in common’ particularly struck the youth and sparked lots of discussion. It was great to learn that we too can say we 
have ‘everything in common’ if we believe and trust in Jesus death and resurrection.  
Please pray that our worldly differences will be thrown to one side and there will be genuine unity. 
Please pray these teens will take the Word of God seriously and live it out day by day. 

 
Apprentice 

Kirsty has been such a blessing this term. She is a very willing worker and quick to look and see what needs doing. She has grown 
in confidence in the areas of ministry that were new to her – especially leading the story and singing at toddler group. Together 
we’ve been reading Big God by Orlando Saer which has expanded our understanding of God’s sovereignty and our responsibility. 
Kirsty spends Thursday on the LCM City Vision scheme and the rest of her week at St George’s. She’s also had the opportunity to 
help at a lunch-time club in one of the local secondary schools alongside the youth worker from a neighbouring church. 
Praise God for Kirsty’s willingness to serve 
Please pray Kirsty will continue to enjoy the ministry she’s involved in and grow in using the gifts God has given her. 

 
Schools 

There have been a number of changes in staff at Alibon school. The loss of Lizzy and Lisa who have led the choir and music in  the 
school is significant. The harvest service usually held in St. George’s didn’t happen because of a lack of musicians. A music 
teacher has now been employed and the Christmas service is booked for Dec 19th. Before the end of November the nursey teacher 
asked could I tell the children the Christmas story as she was planning to rehearse their nativity play and realised some had never 
heard this story before. Using different resources I‘ve been able to tell them the Christmas story for the last 4 weeks. It’s  been 
encouraging to see how much they are remembering week by week. 

Praise God for freedom in school to teach children who may never visit us on a Sunday. 
Please pray the Christmas service will go ahead on Dec 19th and I will speak clearly and appropriately. 

 
Contact details  
www.stgeorgesdagenham.org.uk 
Shona Hannant shona.hannant@virgin.net  

from St George’s Dagenham Dec 2019 

Happy Christmas 


