
 

Dear Friends 
 

2019 has come and is almost gone, and we are so grateful for God’s kindness to Christ Central Soweto. 

Here is some news from us: 

 

Issues on the ground 

Ever since we planted Christ Central Soweto 

one of the main questions, we kept asking 

ourselves, is what does it mean for us to be 

light and salt specifically in Klipspruit, Soweto. 

In this quest we have been seeking to tailor 

some of our sermons to speak into this. Two 

sermon series are worth noting. In July we 

spent a month looking at Biblical Manhood and 

Womanhood, because we felt that what we 

were seeing in the community (i.e. single 

parented households, gender-based violence, 

and gender role confusion) needed God’s 

Word to speak into it. And it was an exciting 

time of reflection, repentance and intense 

discussion as we wrestled with what it means 

to be Christian males and females in our world 

today. 

 

Another series we have been looking at is 

Knowing God, where we sort to go back to 

basics about our understanding of God, in a 

community where there are many versions of 

the Christian God. What a joy it has been to see 

people fall in love with who God is and seeing 

how he reveals himself to us through his Word. 

Celebrating 2019! 

In what is fast becoming a church tradition, In 

December we took the opportunity to 

celebrate the goodness of God to us in our 

Thanksgiving Service. It is also a time for us to 

slow down and reflect on our progress this year. 

And having stepped back this is what we have 

seen this year... 

•    We have grown steadily in number over the 

last year, particularly among youth, students 

and young adults. We feel God is pushing us in 

this direction. We have seen a 15% increase in 

regular attendees. 

•    The number of children attending church 

have stabilized to around 40 but the 

composition of the kids keeps changing as kids 

come and leave. 

•    There is a noticeable growth in the 

attendance of people from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, which is reflective of the 

community we are in (they now constitute 60% 

of the church). This is forcing us as leadership 

to think creatively about how we care for one 

another.

 



A Congregant’s perspective: 

I thought it would be cool for you not only to hear from me but from congregants themselves what 

they love about Christ Central Soweto, and this is what they said: 

 

 

“I like the intimacy in Christ Central 

Soweto, I like the fact that the 

majority of people know each other, 

I like the fact that we engage outside 

of church, its not just a church 

relationship because we are doing 

life with one another” 

Reabetswe 

 

"I am grateful for being in an 

environment that is like a family 

setup, where we are all children of 

God  supporting each other, growing 

through scripture, serving one 

another and our community around 

us. That’s been great! " 

Lunga 

 

 

"I am grateful to the Lord to be part 

of Christ Central because I have 

grown closer to the Lord biblically, 

mentally, emotionally, and my 

worship skills have grown." 

Relo 

  

 

"I thank God for the persistence of 

the Sunday school kids, who have 

been coming from the beginning. 

They are learning a lot!" 

Constance 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer items: 

1. Thank God for the growth we have seen during this year, both numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for continued growth in 2020. 

2. Praise God for his provision in providing most of the funding for a kids and student worker. 
We are still running on a deficit, so pray that God may close that gap as we seek more 
partnerships. 

3. Pray that God would give us wisdom to discern our cultural context better and preach the 
gospel directly into it. Personally I feel like it’s been a bit of a hit and miss in terms of 
application and topics addressed, pray that we get better at this over time. 

4. This year has left my wife and I quite tired and looking forward to holidays in the coming 
weeks. Pray for refreshment so that we start 2020 on a good note. Also pray for better work, 
rest patterns in 2020…we have not been very good at this and we usually feel it by the end 
of the year. 

 


