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‘Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the LORD.’ Jonah 1:1-3 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I (Clayton) recently preached through the book of Jonah and I asked the question: ‘What do we do 
when God breaks into our lives and interrupts our plans?’ Jonah didn’t want to do what God asked of 
him so he went in the other direction, away from God’s presence (or so he thought). Less than 48 hours 
later, the Czech Republic began its first wave of lockdown restrictions and closed all schools, placed 
limits on the size of gatherings and restricted our movement. Within a few days we could no longer 
meet for church or bible study. So, what do we do when God breaks into our lives and interrupts our 
plans? 
 
Student work 
Student work has continued and we are actually busier than usual – but boy is 
it different! Like many Christians around the world, we are meeting on Zoom – 
six days a week! (Including the weekly English service.) We encouraged one 
student to lead a ‘Daily Devotional’ and Monday to Thursday at 10am, around 
seven of us (including alumni) meet to read the Bible, discuss and pray. We’ve 
read 1, 2, 3 John, Jude, Revelation, Ephesians, Hebrews, Malachi and 
Habakkuk. We’ve also run a couple of one-off sessions on ‘What is the Bible?’ 
and ‘How do I read the Bible?’ We also spent one evening reading the whole 
of Revelation (highly recommended!) and another reading Ruth. 

  
The upside of being in quarantine is that several 
students are more consistent in reading their bibles! 
When we were free to meet, nobody seemed to 
have time (or the motivation) to meet and read the 
Bible. Now that we can’t meet freely, people want to 
meet to read the Bible! The Lord sure works in 
mysterious ways…   
 
We began this school year (September feels like a 
lifetime ago!) a little disheartened. We had been 

praying for new students to join the group and yet God ‘only’ brought two non-exchange Christian 
students to Olomouc. However, in his kindness, we have been greatly encouraged getting to know 
these two students and their friends. God also brought two Christian exchange students to Olomouc, 
one of whom studies in a religiously restrictive country in central Asia and introduced many of her 
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friends to the group – we pray that they will be reminded often of the good news of Jesus. We were 
able to have a thanksgiving dinner with those who graduated this year and it was a joy to hear how 
God has been at work in their lives during their five to six years here (see photo – others joined in via 
zoom). Give thanks to God with us for bringing these students to Olomouc, whether for a short or long 
time. 
 
Olomouc International Fellowship (‘OIF’) had its final 
meeting for the year on Sunday 17 May as many students 
have since returned home. We will now be meeting with 
the Czech church (restrictions easing). Please give thanks 
for all who regularly served at OIF this year. It has been a 
joy to see servant hearts in action! With the bulk of 
students having graduated in recent years (and this year), 
please pray for God’s guidance as we decide with those 
remaining what bible study and OIF will look like next year 
(the latter will revert to once a month). Please pray that the 
students will have a heart to share the gospel with their 
friends. Evangelism has felt hard this year but we pray that 
God will motivate and inspire the students in the new year. 
 
Personal update 
With all the changes going on around us, our own personal news is that, after much prayer, we will be 
returning to Australia. This has been on our minds for a while and God has given us peace that now is 
the time to make our way ‘home’. After eight years in London and eight years in the Czech Republic, 
and with the blessing of good friends and church family in both, it is difficult to know where ‘home’ 
really is. The current plan is to fly mid-August but we realise we’re in the midst of a global pandemic…  
What do you do when God breaks into your lives and interrupts your plans? 
 
Please pray for peace and wisdom as we face many decisions ahead e.g. finding a new church, 
moving with two dogs (import permits received), packing up in both London and Olomouc, logistics of 
moving during a pandemic… 
 
We have been encouraged by friends who have gone before to take a two to three month sabbatical 
to give us a time to get settled, rest and get reacquainted with life in Australia. We know reverse 
culture shock can be difficult. Mel will likely continue in her current role after that, and Clayton will be 
searching for a job. He has been in touch with some contacts and is considering both church and 
student ministry. Please pray for our preparations, as well as for the remaining students – that they 
would continue meeting and encouraging one another. 
 
We thank you very much for your partnership and prayers over our eight years in Olomouc — we could 
not have made it without your support, encouragement, interest and prayers. Please can we ask you to 
keep praying just a little longer as we know there will be challenges ahead! We hope that you have 
been encouraged being a part of what God has done – and is still doing – in Olomouc! 
 

Clayton & Mel 
 

Dates: 
Beginning of June: Clayton will return to London to pack up. 
Mid-June: All classes will finish for the year (and so student work will end). 
~18 August: Fly to Australia (current quarantine requirements are 14 days). 
20 August: Macs and Buddy in quarantine for 10 days. 


