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Dear friends, 
 
Like for so many of you, the last few months have 
been demanding. We’re grateful that you’re reading this and extremely 
grateful for your prayers. 
 
Since the foundation of UMSN in the late 1970s, the average number of 
students has normally floated at around 50 – 90 people studying here at 
any given time. About three or four years ago we started seeing some 
sustained growth but that has quickened significantly. We now have over 
220 students training for church leadership and that is set to increase 
substantially in May. Remarkable! 
 
What’s happened? Well, humanly-speaking the lockdown closures have caused a small backlog of 
students wanting to study. But in addition to this it seems that the reputation of UMSN is currently very 
high. Dioceses across the region seem to be recognising and appreciating the ministry and 
leadership exhibited by our alumni and are sending their future leaders to us in greater numbers. 
Students are also being sent to us from places further afield than we would normally expect, including 
as far away as the Kenyan Coast (over 1000km and a 40-hour bus ride away!). Of course, we 
recognise that this current blessing is of the Lord and whether it is sustained long-term or not is 
almost irrelevant for now – we’re just grateful for the opportunities to invest in the academic, personal 
and spiritual development of these students as we assist them to understand and practice their 
calling to be faithful, fearless, fruit-filled gospel teachers and leaders across East Africa. 
 
So, please join us in thanking the Lord for each of these students. Please pray from 1 Peter 5:1 – 10 
that UMSN students might develop as Christian leaders who are true shepherds of God’s flock under 
their care, motivated by eagerness to serve and not dishonest gain (v1 – 3). May we teachers model 
with our words and lives humility, prayerfulness, faithfulness and grace in suffering (v5 – 10). Might we 
all together look to and long for the appearance of our Chief Shepherd Jesus, and seek his eternal 
crown of glory, not temporary, earthly glories.  
 
Such growth is, of course, not without challenge. Even with our three new dormitories, we still have to 
split our students into three cohorts and bring them in for four weeks at a time. This means fitting 12 
weeks’ worth of work into 25 days or so, taking a breath for 24 hours, and then welcoming the next 
group to do the same all over again! It’s relentless and we’d be lying if we said there weren’t 
sadnesses about what might be getting squeezed out of their long-term spiritual and pastoral 
formation by using this system, but we’re trying to work out how to fill these gaps in creative and 
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innovative ways. (80% of our students 
are now on WhatsApp, even back in 
their home contexts, which is a great 
help in this.) Also, in February we’re 
running a four-day marriage 
conference for finalist students and 
their spouses (who will travel into 
Kampala from their village contexts). 
This is the first time we’ve been able 
to do this in three years.  
 
Please pray for all the staff and 
especially the principal Rev Esau. Pray 
that we will work out sustainable 
practices to best serve our students in 
their ministry journeys, using these 
new and unfamiliar forms. We’re 
delighted to have brought in two new part-time teachers this semester, including one man who we 
taught when he was a student here soon after we moved to Namugongo (he’s the third student we’ve 
taught who is now teaching here, which we love).  
 
A few further things we’d kindly ask if you’d commit to praying about: 

• After Ros and the kids went down with COVID a few weeks ago, Ros is still not back to full 
health – we’d appreciate prayers for recovery.  

• Chris has just a few weeks until he has to defend his doctoral dissertation (via Zoom) with 
faculty at Fuller Theological Seminary. A lot of work is required between now and then and it’s 
not immediately clear how it’s all going to fit together. It’s all still leading towards a graduation 
on 10 June in California. 

• The children continue to thrive in their homeschooling but please keep praying for Ros in this 
– it seems to give her almost no spare capacity at present, although she’s still doing some 
occasional health lectures at college. Please pray for wise considerations about how to 
negotiate these challenges as the children get older – Josh turns 13 (!) later this year.  

• We’d ask you to pray for us as a family (as we have from the day we moved here) that in this 
cross-cultural context we might love one another, love the people around us and of course 
love the Lord with all our heart, soul and strength.  

• A general prayer: It feels like we’re hearing from alumni on a regular, almost daily basis of 
challenges, struggles, sufferings and spiritual attacks they are battling. Please pray for them. 
The temptations to look elsewhere from Christ, get angry about the hardships of ministry, 
change the message of the gospel, or fall into temptations, seem so severe and acute. Would 
you pray please that our students, alumni and the whole college community would ‘Fear the 
Lord God and serve him. Hold on to him….’ (Deuteronomy 10:20). Of course such things are 
true for all Christians anywhere, and please pray that for the Howles family too, as we pray it 
for you. 

 
With love and thanks, 
 
Chris, Ros, Josh, Dan, and Chloe x 
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