
St George’s Dagenham  

April 2022 
 
Holiday Bible Club 
Having been unable to run Holiday Bible club last year it was a joy to have it back up and running this year 
in February half-term. We had a team of more than 25 leaders and helpers aged between 11 and 70+. 
Some took annual leave to be able to join the team. We had about 70 children attending each morning, this 
is more than in recent years. It seems that after lockdown parents are keen for their children to be out and 
about mixing with others rather than indoors on a screen. Our holiday club was called ‘Treasure Island’ and 
the drama revolved around some pirates searching for treasure. The Bible teaching from Luke’s gospel had 
us considering the treasure of being friends with Jesus. We ran holiday club for 3 mornings and an evening 
family event. Bible talks were shared out amongst the team. 
Looking back 20 years we used to draw in people from elsewhere to make up the team and it’s great to see 
such a big team from within the congregation willing to serve in this way.  
In discussion with some of the teenagers who had been on the team, one asked when we would run our 
next holiday club and was disappointed to have to wait until next February. Another asked whether I 
thought the week was a success and we had a great conversation about inviting people and sharing the 
gospel and leaving the results in God’s hands. One teenager expressed sadness at saying goodbye to the 
children from his small group having really got to know them over the 3 days. 
Praise God for freedom to invite children and teach them from God’s Word. 
Please pray for our teenagers to be growing and maturing in their faith in the Lord Jesus. 
 
Eastern Europeans 
Children from eastern European families have been coming to midweek groups at St George’s for some 
years. The numbers have been gradually increasing in recent years and since lockdown we have seen 
many join our midweek clubs – meaning we have waiting lists in place. Following on from holiday club in 
February 2 of these families have come on Sundays – one Romanian and the other Moldovan.  They are 
pleased to hear the Bible explained – not something they’re used to – and delighted that their children are 
learning from the Bible. 
Praise God for the growing relationships we have with these new families. 
Please pray they’ll keep coming and we’ll have the opportunity to do Christianity Explored with them. 
 
One Lithuanian Mum who we’ve known for a long time asked about the difference between the Catholic 
church and Christian church, after some conversation it emerged that she had moved from attending the 
Catholic church occasionally to attending an Evangelical Lithuanian church every week along with her 
husband and in her own words ‘I can’t wait until Sunday and if I miss the service I watch online’ and ‘I’ve 
never before heard the Bible explained and realised it has something to say about real life’. She tentatively 
asked about the courses we run and showed interest in meeting 121 to read the Bible – though nervous of 
her lack of English.  
Thank God that R and her husband are loving hearing the Bible being taught. 
Please pray for an opportunity to meet with R and read the Bible 121. 
 
TGI’s 
We continue to give thanks for TGI’s and for all the youth that attend. After a very difficult time dealing with 
the Covid pandemic we are now back to meeting on a weekly basis and give thanks that most of the youth 
that were attending before the pandemic have returned, there are just 1 or 2 that haven’t come back. We 
also give thanks that everyone whether believer or non-believer are willing to listen to the weekly Bible 
teaching and take part in the post talk discussions. We give thanks for those whose eyes have been 
opened to the gospel and continue to pray for those who are still unsure. We regularly sit around the table 
and have food together every other week which really helps us to bond more with the youth and to find out 
how things are going in their life. After the Easter holidays we will be having about 10 children from year 6 
joining us from the Wednesday club and we pray that they will settle in well and continue to grow in their 
understanding of Jesus.  
Thank God for bringing together a strong team of leaders, who are encouraged by the progress being 
made and feel privileged to serve in this way.  
Please pray for wisdom when dealing with situations that arise with certain youths alienating others, mainly 
due to age difference, and pray for a spirit of reconciliation between those involved. 
 



Wednesday Club 
Last term at Wednesday club we were teaching from John’s gospel, looking at the 7 signs that Jesus 
performed and aspects of the Easter story from John.   
It’s been very encouraging to have one home grown young leader giving his 1st Bible talks in person this 
term (he did one on zoom last year). He had obviously worked hard at understanding the text and 
explaining it appropriately and was thinking carefully about how to apply God’s Word to children. 
In previous year’s children in year 2 and year 6 have moved up to their new clubs in June. Because we 
have a long list of children waiting to join Little Fishes we decided to move children after Easter.  
Please pray that all the year 6 children make the transition to Friday’s. 
Please pray for the year 2 children moving to Wednesday club after the holidays, that we won’t lose touch 
with any of them. 
 
Little Fishes 
This club has been busy all term with children attending regularly and rarely missing a week. We have seen 
real change in B who had in the past seemed disinterested and even put her fingers in her ears during the 
Bible talk. Since holiday club she is much more attentive and asking great questions. T listens really 
carefully and understands well, sometimes making a statement rather than asking a question at the end of 
the talk. After hearing about the resurrection he said ‘this shows us God’s great power’. Neither of these 
children are from Christian households. After the Easter holidays we’ll be inviting some new children from 
the waiting list to come along. 
Praise God for signs of spiritual life in B and T. 
Please pray these children will be convinced of the truth and God’s Word will bear fruit in their young lives. 
 
Snapdragons Toddler Group 
We have continued to be busy on Tuesday mornings both with long term Dagenham families (some of 
whom have been with us for many years) and lots of newer faces coming from Moldova, Bulgaria and 
Romania. There is a happy, friendly atmosphere with better listening during the Bible story than at some 
phases in the past. It’s been very helpful to have Dan one of the Dads from St George’s helping us. He is 
great at getting alongside the guys who come along. In the summer term we will hope to be in the vicarage 
garden when the weather is good. This mixes things up a bit as people sit in different places and chat with 
different people. The 2 families who have begun to come on Sundays are people we first met through 
toddler group some years ago. 
Praise God for the many families we have contact with. 
Please pray we’ll get beyond chit chat and put Jesus on their agenda. 
 
Schools 
Last week Alibon school came into the church building for their Easter services – the first time since Covid 
restrictions. We arranged to have 3 smaller services with 2 year groups coming each time. It was very 
encouraging to have lots of parents at each of the services. There is a new music teacher in the school and 
it was very positive to have the older children singing Amazing Grace and Risen. Children read through the 
events of the Easter story from the International Children’s Bible and Shona had the opportunity to give a 
short Bible talk. After such a long gap it was great to welcome the school back to St George’s and we hope 
that will once again be the regular pattern with school visiting at Harvest, Christmas and Easter 
Praise God for over 500 children coming into St George’s last week and hearing about the first Easter. 
Please pray for this door into schools to remain open to us. 
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