Where is God
in a Messed up World?

Different answers to suffering

‘In a universe of...selfish genes, blind physical forces and
genetic replication, some people are going fo getf hurt,
other people are going to get lucky, and you won't find
any rhyme or reason in if, nor any justice. The universe that
we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if
there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil, no
good, nothing but pifiless indifference.’

Richard Dawkins

The Christian answer to suffering-

-Jesus has the power to end suffering

-Jesus will end suffering

“For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered or come
into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which |
create;”

Isciah 65:17-18

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away... God
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4

-Jesus suffered to end suffering

SHe was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of
suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held
him in low esteem. 4Surely he took up our pain and bore
our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by
his wounds we are healed. ¢We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isciah 53:3-6



