Ephesians 2:12-18; 3:8-10; 3:18-19; 4:1-3

2 12remember that you were at that time separated

from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of
Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the
world.x3But now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 4 For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility *5by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new man in place of the
two, so making peace, ® and might reconcile us both
to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility. 7 And he came and preached peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who were
near. 8 For through him we both have access in one
Spirit to the Father.

3sTo me, though I am the very least of all the saints,

this grace was given,to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to
light for everyone what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things, 1°so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

8may have strength tocomprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth,and to know the love of Christthat
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God. 2° Now to him who is able to
do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, 2*to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

4 11 therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you

to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, 2with  all humility
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.

English Standard Version (ESV)

What is God doing
in this world?

- Self-obsession creates division

- Do we have a self-obsessed gospel?

1. God plans unity not divisive
self-obsession

- We were divided

- God saves through and for unity

- ‘God saves’ breeds unity

- God is honoured by unity

2. So get on board with the plan

- Unite with Jesus

- Live out your unity
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