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Sanctification 
- becoming like Jesus 
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Catholic ‘Justification’- status 
and performance  

Straight to heaven 



Concerning Justification…[we must address] the 
most Holy Sacraments of The Church, by which 
all true righteousness either begins, or when 
begun is increased, or when lost is repaired. 
     Council of Trent Seventh Session  
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Catholic ‘Justification’- status 
and performance  

Straight to heaven 

Temporal punishment in 
Purgatory 

Hell  
(if you die in a state of sin) 

Works of 
supererogation- 
More than enough  

Mortal Sin 

Venal Sin 

Spirit empowered 
Good works,  
acts of penance, 
Confession, mass 
 

Re-justification 
through sacrament 
of penance   

Shortened by 
indulgences 



An indulgence is obtained through the Church who… 
[opens] the treasury of the merits of Christ and the 
saints to obtain from the Father of mercies the 
remission of the temporal punishments due for their 
sins. Thus the Church does not want simply to come 
to the aid of these Christians, but also to spur them 
to works of devotion, penance, and charity. 

     Catholic Catechism 1992 No 1478 
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