Safeguarding — Biblical foundation

Gospel welcome (Matthew 18:1-6)
Chureh must be safe for everyone

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heavenr” 2
And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst
of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you
turn and become like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him to have a great millstone fastened round his
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

Gospel culture (Romans 12:9-13)
Church must have a healthy culture where everyone flourishes

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast
to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honour.

11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit,
serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

o Character and accountability

e Diversity and Difference

e Safeguarding and Protection

e Power and Decision Making

Gospel care (Proverbs 31:8-9)

Church must care well for victims and survivors of abuse

Open your mouth for the mute,
for the rights of all who are destitute.

9 Open your mouth, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.



